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CHRISTENING OF THE M.S EURODAM
By J. Fred Rodriguez
On the same day that J. Fred notified some of his friends that he’d just gone digital back in 2008, he got a call from the head
office of the Holland America Line in Seattle. They were asking him if he would like to be one of 4 American HAL photographers
to cover the EURODAM’s expected christening. Say no more, he was packed in a heartbeat, thanks to his ‘Sailing Check List,’
and ready to go.
The event was definitely exciting and well covered with some rather interesting stories to note. Today the EURODAM continues
to be quite a ship and maintains an excellent CDC inspection record of 100, year after year. Holland America is a great
company that has always prided itself in operating some of the greatest passenger ships ever to sail the oceans. And let’s not
forget that back a bit in their well laid out brochures, they happily proclaimed ‘It’s Good to be on A Well-Run Ship.’
Do plan to join us for a memorable meeting as J. Fred brings us back some 9 minutes ago, or was that 9 years ago, to the
awesome christening ceremonies of Holland America’s then newest ship, the m.s. EURODAM.

The gleaming new EURODAM at New York on September 1, 2008.

(Bob Allen)

NEXT EVENTS: Membership meetings: September 28, October 27, November 17. Luncheon on the CROWN PRINCESS: November 4.
Annual Ocean Liner Bazaar, November 18
ADDRESS: PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384

E-MAIL: wsspony@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.worldshipny.com

THE PORTHOLE, published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication. Address to the
editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address.
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CRYSTAL SYMPHONY
QUEEN ELIZABETH
QUEEN MARY 2
MARINA
QUEEN MARY 2
VISION OF THE SEAS
QUEEN MARY 2

Hong Kong
Southampton
New York
Southampton
Southampton
Copenhagen
New York

Inchon
Southampton
Southampton
Southampton
New York
Bayonne
Southampton

China and Korea
Norwegian Fjords
Transatlantic
Scotland and Norway
Transatlantic, via Halifax
Transatlantic
Transatlantic

Milton & Karen Taube
Milton & Karen Taube
Dieter Killinger
Tom Cassidy
Tom Cassidy
Mary Brennan
Alan and Janie Yorker

03/17
06/17
06/17
07/17
08/17
08/17
09/17

MUSEUMS, LECTURES AND HARBOR CRUISES
CONTACT THESE INSTITUTIONS BY EMAIL OR PHONE FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM: 161 Essex Street, Salem, MA 01970. www.pem.org or 866-745-1876. The new exhibit “Ocean Liners: Glamour,
Speed and Style,” runs through October 8, 2017, and will be of particular interest to ocean liner buffs. Here is the description from the
museum’s website:
“From the mid-19th century through the mid-20th century, ocean liners were floating showcases of technology, opulence and social
sophistication. As icons of modernity and aspirational living, artists, engineers, architects and passengers all vied for influence and
access in the creation and enjoyment of these man-made islands at sea.
Ocean liners were intricately constructed pieces of culture — in the appearance of their design, the elegance of their engineering and
the division of their social space — and each with its own distinct personality. Drawing from international institutions and private
collections, the exhibition brings together nearly 200 works including paintings, sculpture, models, furniture, lighting, wall panels,
textiles, fashion, photographs, posters and film. The exhibition is co-organized with the Victoria and Albert Museum, London.
Share your impressions with us on social media using #OceanLiners.
Ocean Liners: Glamour, Speed, and Style is organized by the Peabody Essex Museum and the Victoria and Albert Museum, London.
Fiduciary Trust Company is the lead sponsor and Eaton Vance Management is a major sponsor. The exhibition is supported in part
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by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. Carolyn and Peter S. Lynch and The Lynch Foundation provided generous
support. The East India Marine Associates of the Peabody Essex Museum provided additional support.”
Contact the museum for hours and additional information.
SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM www.southstreetseaportmuseum.org or 212-748-8600.
MYSTIC SEAPORT www.mysticseaport.org or 860-572-0711.
VANCOUVER WSS & VANCOUVER MARITIME MUSEUM www.worldshipsocietyvan.ca for information or if you visit, contact Glenn Smith:
604-684-1240, email glenn.smith@worldshipsocietyvan.ca Per their website, monthly meetings have been eliminated for the foreseeable future.
NEW SOUTH WALES WSS: Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Complex in Lord Street, Roseville. Contact the branch at PO Box 215,
Strathfield, New South Wales 2135, Australia for additional information.
MERSEYSIDE WSS: Meetings are held at The Seafarer’s Centre, Cambridge Road, Crosby L22 1RQ. Contact the Mersey Log editor for more
information at johnthomas23@gmail or 01244 34702.
THE NATIONAL LIBERTY SHIP MEMORIAL, INC. www.ssjeremiahobrien.org or liberty@ssjeremiahobrien.org or 415-544-0100. 1275
Columbus Avenue, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94133-1315.
PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP www.ssjohnwbrown.org or 410-558-0646. Visit or sail on the World War II vintage Liberty Ship, based in Baltimore,
MD. Contact for dates and more information.
NEW YORK WATER TAXI, www.nywatertaxi.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises departing from both South Street Seaport Pier 17 and Pier
84 at West 44 Street. Hop on – hop off service throughout New York Harbor is offered as well. Contact via website or telephone for departure
times and prices.
CIRCLE LINE DOWNTOWN, www.circlelinedowntown.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises on the ZEPHYR from April to December, and
aboard New York Water Taxi from January to March, departing from Pier 17, South Street Seaport.
CIRCLE LINE, www.circleline42.com or 877-731-0064. Circle Manhattan and other harbor cruises, departing from pier 84 at West 44 Street.
NEW YORK WATERWAY, www.nywaterway.com or 800-533-3779. Trans-Hudson ferry service and special-event cruises.
THE NATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM www.lighthousemuseum.org or 718-390-0040 – PLEASE NOTE NEW PHONE NUMBER! Contact
for schedule of cruises and other events.
THE WORKING HARBOR COMMITTEE www.workingharbor.com or 212-757-1600. Cruises to both remote and well-travelled parts of New
York Harbor - the Hudson River to view tugboat races, Gowanus Bay and Erie Basin in Brooklyn, and a circumnavigation of Staten Island.
THE NOBLE MARITIME COLLECTION, www.noblemaritime.org or 718-447-6490. Maritime lectures and art exhibits at the Sailor’s Snug
Harbor Cultural Center on Staten Island, NY.

THE BAZAAR IS COMING
The annual Ocean Liner Bazaar will take place on Saturday, November 18, 2017. As usual, it will be held at the Abigail Adams
st
Smith Auditorium, 417 East 61 Street, Manhattan, 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM. If you are interested in renting a table, please see
the registration form, which was included with last month’s Summer issue of The Porthole.

WSS SHIPBOARD LUNCHEON ON THE CROWN PRINCESS
th

WSS Pony members will enjoy a luncheon on board Princess Cruises’ CROWN PRINCESS on Saturday, November 4 2017.
One of the GRAND PRINCESS-Class, she is an 116,000-ton, 3,114-passenger vessel, which will be based in Brooklyn this fall
for a series of Caribbean Cruises. Flyers for this exciting event have already been distributed, so don’t hesitate to secure your
place for a memorable afternoon of cruise ship hospitality.

SHIP’S LOG - JUNE
WSS members Tom Rinaldi and Doug Newman, who have each given us splendid programs in the past, joined forces for a
program about a cruise that they took together a few months earlier. No ordinary cruise, this was a short but fascinating voyage
on the world’s oldest deep-sea passenger vessel – British CMV Cruises’ 69-year-old ASTORIA, built as STOCKHOLM for the
Swedish America Line. Tom and Doug started their cleverly titled talk, “MS STOCKHOLM: FROM DORIA TO ASTORIA,” with a
brief history of the STOCKHOLM, and her owner.
A national flag carrier founded in 1915, SAL grew dramatically in the 1920’s with the introduction of the deluxe and
technologically sophisticated motor ships GRIPSHOLM (1925) and KUNGSHOLM (1928). They pointed out that these vessels,
besides being transatlantic liners, were also highly successful cruise ships. Originally black-hulled, they were painted white to
emphasize their cruising status in the early 1930’s, thus starting the famous SAL nickname “The White Viking Fleet.” Despite
the onslaught of the Great Depression, SAL planned an even larger liner, the 28,000-ton STOCKHOLM, which was ordered
from the Italian yard CR dell’Adriatico, Monfalcone, in November 1936. Doug and Tom noted that the new vessel was of the
most modern design, with a rounded bridge front and swept-back funnels, reminiscent of the Art Deco masterpiece
NORMANDIE (1935), and the sleek motor ships of the era. Launched in May 1938 and due to begin her maiden voyage in
March 1939, the STOCKHOLM was completely destroyed by an electrical fire in December 1938. The future queen of the
White Viking Fleet was a total loss, and was subsequently scrapped. Undaunted, SAL ordered an identical replacement vessel,
which was launched in March 1940. When completed in October 1941 World War II was raging, and SAL was no longer running
Atlantic services. The Italian government assumed operation of the new ship, renamed SABAUDIA, for trooping and later in a
static accommodation role at Trieste. But Tom and Doug informed us that this ship was not much luckier than her predecessor;
she was sunk by a British air raid in July 1944, then raised and scrapped in 1949.
Swedish America Line had endured enough misfortune. The next STOCKHOLM, ordered in October 1944 (before the war’s
conclusion), was built in the safety of a Swedish shipyard, Gotaverken in Gothenburg. Tom and Doug showed us photos the
new vessel, the largest liner built in a Swedish yard, which sailed on her maiden voyage on February 21, 1948. Petite and
yacht-like at 11,700-tons, she had a sharp bow reinforced for navigating the icy Swedish archipelago. Unlike the earlier twinfunneled STOCKHOLM, which featured a lavish First Class, the new single-funnel STOCKHOLM was mostly a Tourist Class
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ship. She was quite a popular ship, enlarged in 1952 to 12,644-tons, increasing her passenger capacity from 395 to 670. Her
defining moment occurred just four years later, and Tom and Doug recounted the fateful night of July 25-26, 1956. Within 12
hours of a late morning New York departure, the STOCKHOLM, heading east to Gothenburg, encountered patchy fog. In the
opposite direction, the 29,00-ton Italian liner ANDREA DORIA was speeding through thick fog, in order to achieve an on-time
arrival in New York the following morning. The two vessels, traveling at a combined speed of 40 knots collided, with the
STOCKHOLM’s knife-sharp bow piercing the ANDREA DORIA just aft of her starboard bridge wing. 52 were killed, mostly on
the ANDREA DORIA in the direct line of the collision, but more than 1,700 were saved in one of history’s greatest sea rescues.
The French Line’s 44,350-ton ILE DE FRANCE (1927), which had sailed from New York on the same morning as
STOCKHOLM, rushed to the scene and rescued the bulk of the survivors. The DORIA, one of the world’s newest and most
luxurious liners, sank 225 feet to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. The STOCKHOLM, with her bow severely crushed, stayed
afloat due to the integrity of her forward collision bulkhead. Blame for the accident was never fully conclusive, and the ensuing
court case was eventually dismissed. Poorly interpreted radar and less than fully experienced officers on the STOCKHOLM, as
well as the excessive speed of the DORIA, are generally agreed to have contributed to the accident. The 1953-built DORIA
should not have sunk, but her empty fuel tanks were improperly ballasted, and she was missing a crucial watertight door.
Doug and Tom continued the fascinating story: STOCKHOLM was repaired at Bethlehem Steel, Brooklyn NY, and continued to
sail for SAL until 1959. By then, SAL had a brand new GRIPSHOLM (ironically built in Italy), and with increasing competition
from the airlines as a consideration, STOCKHOLM was sold in January 1960. The buyer was the Free German Trade Unions
Confederation of East Germany, who renamed her VOLKERFREUNDSCHAFT (international friendship). She served them well
for more than 25 years, taking trade-union workers and their families on cruises throughout Europe, occasionally venturing to
Africa and the Caribbean. For the next few years there were proposed revivals and new names, but none materialized. It
appeared that the end was near for the layed-up former STOCKHOLM, now more than 40 years old. Remarkably, she was
acquired by the Italian Star Lauro Lines of Genoa, Italy in the spring of 1989, with the intent to convert the aging liner to a
modern cruise ship. Tom and Doug told us the now legendary story that upon her arrival in Genoa, she was cursed by locals
as the “Death Ship,” still well-remembered as the instrument of the destruction of the beloved ANDREA DORIA.
Tom and Doug showed us fabulous photos of the conversion of the STOCKHOLM to a more modern cruise ship. It was a 4year affair that proceeded slowly, due to scant funds and a complicated, complete gutting and rebuilding of the ship. The
photos were supplied by one of her current captains, Antonio Morais, who is passionate about his command. In the fall of 1994,
she finally emerged as the ITALIA PRIMA of newly formed Nina Cruises of Naples. She was virtually a new ship, built within
the solid, riveted hull of the old STOCKHOLM. Tom and Doug then showed us crisp photos of her interior and sweeping
sheared decks, taken during their cruise. They revealed high-style 1990’s design, replete with highly polished lacquer
bulkheads, and lovely pastel and jewel-tone furnishings. A flowing public room layout begins forward with a modest-size show
lounge, then a central cocktail bar and mini-atrium, ending with a charming buffet restaurant decorated with colorful mosaic basrelief panels overlooking a small outdoor terrace and pool.
ITALIA PRIMA sailed for Nina cruises for about a year, and was then chartered to a series of operators. She became VALTUR
PRIMA in 1998, and cruised from Havana, Cuba during the winter season. In 2002, she was CARIBE for Festival Cruises,
before layup in Lisbon in 2004. In 2005, the 57-year-old liner was purchased by Classic International Cruises, a Portuguese
operator of smaller, older vessels. Somewhat successful in their service and on seasonal charters, the graceful old ship, now
named ATHENA, became a favorite of passengers longing for traditional-style cruises (i.e., no rock climbing walls, water parks,
and outdoor movie screens). Tom and Doug told us that when Classic went bankrupt in 2012, it looked like the end once more
of the old STOCKHOLM; surely, a buyer could not be found for the aged vessel. But in 2013 a Portuguese entrepreneur
purchased ATHENA for his new Portuscale Cruises, naming the ship AZORES. New charters were signed, most recently with
British operator Cruise & Maritime Voyages in 2015. After her first 2 years with CMV she was renamed ASTORIA, which we
were told sounds better in France, where now she spends her summers on sub-charter cruising for Rivages du Monde.
Once Tom and Doug covered STOCKHOLM’s intriguing history, we heard about the 3-night cruise they took on her. Boarding
in the Port of London at Tilbury, we learned that the express train from St. Pancras Station to Gravesend leaves one near the
ferry dock just across the Thames from the Tilbury landing stage. We were treated to magnificent views of the ASTORIA as
Tom and Doug crossed on a delightful old ferry, docking near the stern of their waiting liner. From London, the duo cruised to
Antwerp, Belgium, where ASTORIA docked just steps from the town’s central square and ancient cathedral. We enjoyed
stunning photography of the great Belgian city’s charming Flemish architecture and lovely winding streets. Next stop was
Amsterdam, where ASTORIA docked at the downtown cruise terminal. Tom and Doug’s visuals in Amsterdam, a city
overflowing with brilliant photo opportunities, gave you the feeling you were sipping a Heineken along the banks of a
picturesque canal.
Back in London all too soon after their cruise, both Tom and Doug agreed that the AZORES, with her intimate scale, solid food
and friendly service, riveted ocean liner hull and 69-year history, was a treat not to be missed. As Doug enthusiastically
reported, his only complaint was that the cruise was much too short. The ASTORIA, ending her charter in late 2007, was
rumored to be heading to a final voyage to the ship breakers. But in a surprise conclusion to their program, Tom and Doug told
us that the ASTORIA has received a reprieve; her charter has been extended another year, and she would be celebrating her
th
70 birthday in service in early 2018. They urged all in the audience who have not yet experienced this extraordinary little ship
to climb aboard for a trip through ocean liner history, before it’s too late.
We thank Tom and Doug for their wonderful program. A double bill of two great speakers provided us with an evening of at
least four times the enjoyment!
Bob Allen

4

A postcard of Swedish America Line’s STOCKHOLM, still in service as ASTORIA, was the subject of the June program.

(Bob Allen collection)

Post-Refit Voyage on Cunard Line’s QUEEN VICTORIA
July 1–15, 2017
By David G. Hume
Together with other members of the World Ship Society-Port of New York Branch, we sailed on Cunard Line’s Queen Victoria
on a seven-night voyage from Civitavecchia to Piraeus beginning on July 1. Some of us elected to add another week to the
cruise and disembark in Piraeus on July 15. The voyage coincided with the ship’s return to service following a multi-milliondollar refit.
On May 5, the Queen Victoria had entered a dry dock in the Fincantieri shipyard in Palermo to undergo a refit that would
incorporate, among other things, certain changes which had been made to its sister ship, the Queen Elizabeth. The more
noticeable changes made during the refit were the following: (1) conversion of the Chart Room on Deck 2 to the Britannia Club
Restaurant, (2) conversion of the Café Carinthia and the Champagne Bar into a new Chart Room, (3) conversion of the
nightclub, Hemispheres, into the Yacht Club, and (4) extension of the aft portion of Decks 6, 7 and 8 to add thirty-three
staterooms and to increase the lounging area around the Lido Pool on Deck 9 aft. Nine staterooms were added to Deck 6: four
balcony staterooms and five inside staterooms. Ten staterooms were added to Deck 7: six balcony staterooms and four inside
staterooms. Fourteen staterooms were added to Deck 8: eight balcony staterooms and six inside staterooms. In the process,
the gross tonnage of the ship was increased from 90,049 as built in 2007 to 90,746 and the passenger capacity was increased
from 1,988 to 2,081.
The changes made to the Queen Victoria during the recent refit enhance the appeal of the ship, without changing in any
significant way the ship's overall ambiance. It now offers the same dining venues as the Queen Mary 2 and Queen Elizabeth.
The conversion of the Carinthia Cafe and Champagne Bar into a new Chart Room reflects the popularity of the Chart Room on
the Queen Elizabeth 2 and Queen Mary 2. The new Chart Room looks very similar to the way it looked in its former life as the
Café Carinthia, but it now has two bars at either end. I would not be surprised to see the same change made to the Queen
Elizabeth. The addition of staterooms on Decks 6, 7 and 8 were done seamlessly and do not adversely affect the appearance of
the ship. The extra space around the Lido Pool on Deck 9 aft is a welcome by-product of the new staterooms on Deck 8. The
net effect of the changes is definitely positive. Other than the new Britannia Club Restaurant, most returning passengers will
not notice most of the changes.
The one area where the Queen Victoria still differs markedly from the Queen Elizabeth is the staircase at the entrance to the
Britannia Restaurant. On the Queen Victoria, if you descend the staircase from Deck 3, you emerge on Deck 2 facing the exit
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doors. On the Queen Elizabeth, when you descend from Deck 3, you emerge directly into the restaurant, thereby enabling a
“grande descente” so popular on French Line ships of the past.
On June 30, we took an overnight flight to Rome to join the Queen Victoria. We landed at just after 7:00 AM. After going
through customs and collecting our luggage, we found the Cunard staff who took our luggage from us. The luggage was
transported to the ship by truck, while we and other passengers would travel by motor coach. We were the first passengers to
check in and we were told that the first bus to the ship would not leave the airport until 10:15 AM. We went upstairs to the food
court and shopping area to while away two hours.
We returned to the meeting point at 10:00 AM, where a critical mass of passengers had gathered. We were soon led to the bus
and started on our way to the ship. It was a warm sunny day. Two-thirds of the way to the ship, we made a stop at a service
area. We arrived at the pier in Civitavecchia at about 11:30 AM and were immediately able to check in and board the ship.
We settled into our cabin on Deck 4 and went up to the Lido Restaurant on Deck 9 for lunch. After lunch, we walked around the
Promenade Deck (on which three laps equals one mile) on Deck 3. Looking out over the port of Civitavecchia, we saw the
Regal Princess and two Tirrhenia Line ferries, the Janas and the Athara, docked at the quay opposite the Queen Victoria’s
starboard side. The small Sea Dream II was docked behind us. We then got off the ship to take pictures of the reconfigured
stern and the other ships.
Upon our return to the ship, we toured the new Britannia Club Restaurant. This restaurant, like its counterpart on the Queen
Elizabeth, is an intimate, art-deco styled room on the starboard side of Deck 2 just forward of the Britannia Restaurant. The
carpeting outside of the restaurant has been replaced by carpeting with a more art-deco feel.
We also visited the Yacht Club, formerly called Hemispheres, which had been entirely redecorated.
The first full day of our voyage was a day at sea. Shortly after 3:30 PM, we passed about six miles away from the volcano Mt.
Stromboli. It was too early in the day to see the red glow at its top which we had seen several years before while passing it at
night. We passed through the Straits of Messina at about 6:00 PM. That evening was the first of four formal evenings during
the voyage, each held on a day when the ship was at sea. We attended a party in the Queen’s Room hosted by Commodore
Christopher Rynd. The Commodore announced that there was a full complement of passengers on board, of whom the vast
majority, more than 1,200, were from the U.K., followed by approximately 250 Germans and slightly more than 200 Americans.
Our first port of call was Malta. The entry into the harbor of Valletta was quite impressive, with the fortifications looming on
either side. It is easy to understand how it withstood a siege by the Ottoman Turks in the Middle Ages and attack by the
Germans in World War II. The Queen Victoria was the only cruise ship in port, docked below the high plateau on one side of
the harbor. We took a tour titled “A Tale of Two Cities”. We were first taken by motor coach to the walled fortress city of Mdina,
for a walking tour. We were able to take a brief look at the Mdina Cathedral. We then reboarded the motor coach for the ride
back to Valletta, where we had another walking tour and visits to the Grandmaster’s Palace and St. John’s Co-Cathedral,
among other places.
The next day, July 4, was another day at sea, during which I picked up a book in the library and wandered about the ship taking
photos. This leg of the voyage required the ship to travel at 21 knots for an extended period of time in order to make our next
port of call, Kotor in Montenegro, the following morning. The ship travelled smoothly with no vibration or turbulence. One
notable event occurred this day. In the early afternoon, Commodore Rynd officiated at the wedding of Captain Peter Philpott to
a woman he had first met on a cruise. The wedding occurred in the Commodore Club and a reception for invited guests was
held in the Yacht Club. Captain Philpott was travelling as a passenger on this voyage. At shortly after 5:00 PM, the World Ship
Society held a cocktail party in the Commodore Club for members and friends. Later, a party hosted by the senior officers was
held in the Queen’s Room.
On the following morning, we sailed into Kotor through a fjord, with small mountains on each side. The town was at the end of
the fjord. We were fortunate to be the first ship to arrive in Kotor, since there is only one pier. Holland America Line’s
Westerdam, which arrived after us, anchored in the harbor and tendered its passengers ashore. We toured Kotor on our own,
since it is a very small town.
The next day we entered the harbor of Zadar, Croatia, where we were the only cruise ship. We docked at the ferry terminal,
some distance out of town. Since it would have taken too long to walk into town and there were no convenient buses, we took
a tour titled “Discover Zadar on Foot”. After a motor coach ride into town, we went on a walking tour with a local guide and
visited a museum. An unexpected bonus on this tour was a visit to a restaurant where we were offered red and white wine,
bread and goat cheese and shot glasses of maraschino, a locally produced clear cherry-flavored liqueur.
From Zadar we travelled to Venice, where we had two days in port. We docked at Banchina Piave on the Molo Ponente of the
cruise terminal. The Regent Seven Seas Voyager was also at the cruise terminal, docked at the Banchina Santa Marta.
On our first day in Venice, we took a tour titled “Verona on Your Own”. Although the ride to Verona is only an hour long, the
motor coach stopped at a service area, where we wasted close to half an hour. By the time we got to Verona and were
escorted from the parking lot over the river to the Roman amphitheater, we were told that we had to be back at the bus in in one
hour and fifty minutes. Since the walk back to the parking lot would take a minimum of twenty minutes, we effectively had only
one hour and a half to see the sights of Verona. This time period was much too short to do anything but take a fast look at the
many places worth seeing and left no time for standing in line to see the Roman amphitheater. On the ride back, we saw the
Carnival Horizon in the Fincantieri shipyard in Mestre.
On our second day in Venice, the Queen Victoria was joined by five more cruise ships. The MSC Sinfonia docked behind us.
The Rhapsody of the Seas and MSC Poesia were docked on the other side of the Molo Ponente at the Banchina Tagliamento.
AIDAblu and Costa Luminosa were docked at Banchina Isonzo on the Molo Levante. The Regent Seven Seas Voyager
remained at the Banchina Santa Marta.
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QUEEN VICTORIA at Valetta, Malta, July 2017.

(David Hume)

Since we had been to Venice several times in the past, we decided to tour the city on our own. Among other things, we visited
the Church of Santa Maria dei Frari, with its tombs of Titan and Canova, and the Church of Saints John and Paul. We also took
a vaporetto to Murano to see the shops full of multi-colored glass.
The Costa Luminosa was the first ship to depart from Venice, followed by Rhapsody of the Seas. Since Rhapsody of the Seas
was docked forward of MSC Poesia, a large tug had to very carefully pull Rhapsody of the Seas out of its birth with a tow line
from its stern, making sure not to hit AIDAblu on one side and MSC Poesia behind.
After leaving Venice, we enjoyed another day at sea. This was the third formal night and the people who had embarked in
Venice were invited to a cocktail party in the Queen’s Room. An invitation was not extended to those who had embarked in
Civitavecchia.
The next day we docked at the port facility for Dubrovnik. Here we were joined by the Seabourn Odyssey, which was moored
ahead of us. The Jadrolinija Line ferry, Dubrovnik, was moored behind us. Cunard had arranged shuttle buses into the city.
Strangely enough, these buses were not free to everyone. Those who had booked at “early saver” or “saver” fares had to pay
to use the buses. Since the ship is marketed mostly to the British, we wondered how low a fare was offered to the British
market that was not made available to other passengers.
From Dubrovnik, we headed to Corfu. Here we were joined by AIDAblu, Thompson Spirit, Crystal Esprit (which had no balcony
staterooms), Costa Deliziosa and Seabourn Odyssey. We took a tour titled “Colonial Palaces of Corfu”. The motor coach first
took us to the Achillion, a large white palace, which was built in 1889-1892 by the Empress of Austria. It was sold to Kaiser
Wilhelm II in 1907. During World War I, it served as a hospital. It was later converted into a casino and now serves as a
museum. The second stop was to Mon Repos, a manor house overlooking the sea. It was here that Prince Philip of England
was born. This home contains furniture dating to the period when it was occupied by the family of Prince Philip, but no original
furnishings remain. This tour was followed by a shortstop at a seaside hotel for coffee or a soft drink.
Our next stop was the port of Katakolon, where we were joined by Rhapsody of the Seas, Star Flyer and Norwegian Star. This
port is the starting point for tours to Olympia. Since we had previously visited this site, we took a short stroll through the small
town and spent most of our time on board the ship.
We enjoyed another day a sea after leaving Katakolon, before arriving in Heraklion, Crete. The only other notable vessel in port
was the Minoan Line’s Festos Palace. We took a tour titled “Knossos, a Minoan Miracle”. We were driven by motor coach to
the ruins of the palace of Knossos. Here we were led through the excavations by a knowledgeable guide. On our return to
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Heraklion, we were given about 40 minutes to wander around before heading back to the ship. We used this time to visit the
superb archeological museum, where many of the artifacts excavated at Knossos are displayed. We also had time to see other
local sites of interest.
The following day we arrived at Piraeus, our port of disembarkation. Here we saw the Royal Princess, the Silversea Silver
Muse, the Star Flyer and P&O’s Oceana in the harbor.
Our voyage on the Queen Victoria was a success. We travelled a total of 2,052 miles at an average speed of 18.2 knots. We
visited some wonderful ports and enjoyed seeing many ships throughout the voyage. The food and service at dinner in the
Britannia Restaurant had been excellent and no menu was repeated during our 14 days aboard. We had taken most of our
other meals in the Lido Restaurant and found the choices to be very good.

SHIP NEWS
COSTA’S GEM: COSTA SMERALDA (Emerald Coast, a well known tourist area in Sardinia) is the chosen name for Costa
Cruises’ first LNG (liquefied natural gas) powered vessel, due to enter service in 2019. Construction began on the 183,900-ton
6,500-passenegr vessel at Meyer Turku in Finland in early September. A sister ship will follow in 2021.

COSTA SMERALDA will feature a new Italian flag-inspired logo beneath the enlarged name lettering on her bows.

(Costa Cruises)

BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERSEA MOON: Silversea cruises has ordered a sister ship to their SILVER MUSE (2017). The
th
40,700-ton, 596-passenger SILVER MOON will debut in 2020. The new $372 million dollar luxury vessel will be the 10 in the
Silversea fleet.

The success of SILVER MUSE led Silversea to order a deluxe sister ship, SILVER MOON.

(Silversea Cruises)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
OFFICERS
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Branch Secretary:
Membership Secretary:
Treasurer:

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Marjorieann Matuszek
David Hume*
Doug Newman
Stuart Gewirtzman
Greg Fitzgerald

Bob Allen
Mario De Stefano
Greg Fitzgerald
Stuart Gewirtzman
Doug Friedlander*

COMMITTEE HEADS
David Hume*
Marjorieann Matuszek
Carol Miles*
Doug Newman
Ted Scull*

Finance:
Membership:
Newsletter:
Special Events:
Website:

Greg Fitzgerald
Stuart Gewirtzman
Bob Allen
Doug Friedlander*
Stuart Gewirtzman
* Past Chairman

8

