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THE MOST INTERESTING SHIP IN THE WORLD
A FOUR-NIGHT PASSAGE ON THE HARSHA VARDHANA

By Tom Rinaldi
Community Church Assembly Room, 40 East 35th Street, Manhattan
This past January, WSS PONY member Tom Rinaldi sailed out of Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) aboard what in his view might well be the most
interesting ship in the world: the Shipping Corporation of India's 9,700-gross-ton MV HARSHA VARDHANA, which entered service in 1974. If
the HARSHA VARDHANA isn't quite everyone's idea of the world's most interesting ship, she is indisputably one of the world's very last true
ocean liners, making line voyages carrying passengers and cargo across the Bay of Bengal. Please join us for an evening in which Tom
Rinaldi will describe his four-night passage from Kolkata to the Andaman Islands for an unusual voyage aboard this very unusual ship.

The HARSHA VARDHANA maintains liner service between Kolkata, India and the Andaman Islands.

(Tom Rinaldi)

NEXT EVENTS: Membership meetings: Friday June 22 (program TBA).
Group cruise on the QUEEN MARY 2: September 23 or 30 (7 or 14 days) Group Cruise on the INSIGNIA: August 18, 2019
ADDRESS: PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384

E-MAIL: wsspony@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.worldshipny.com

THE PORTHOLE, published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication. Address to the
editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address.

MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH

RHAPSODY OF THE SEAS in the Western Caribbean, April 2018

(Tim Dacey)

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
SHIP

FROM

TO

VOYAGE

PASSENGER(S)

DATE

ROTTERDAM
QUEEN MARY 2
GRAND CLASSICA

Tampa
Southampton
Palm Beach

Tampa
New York
Palm Beach

Western Caribbean Cruise
Transatlantic crossing
Bahamas Cruise

Tim and Lisa Dacey
Alan and Janie Yorker
Bob Allen

04/18
05/18
05/18

MUSEUMS, LECTURES AND HARBOR CRUISES
CONTACT THESE INSTITUTIONS BY EMAIL OR PHONE FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM www.southstreetseaportmuseum.org or 212-748-8600.
MYSTIC SEAPORT www.mysticseaport.org or 860-572-0711.
NEW SOUTH WALES WSS: Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Complex in Lord Street, Roseville. Contact the branch at PO Box 215,
Strathfield, New South Wales 2135, Australia for additional information.
MERSEYSIDE WSS: Meetings are held at The Seafarer’s Centre, Cambridge Road, Crosby L22 1RQ. Contact the Mersey Log editor for more
information at johnthomas23@gmail or 01244 34702.
THE NATIONAL LIBERTY SHIP MEMORIAL, INC. www.ssjeremiahobrien.org or liberty@ssjeremiahobrien.org or 415-544-0100. 1275
Columbus Avenue, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94133-1315.
NEW YORK WATER TAXI, www.nywatertaxi.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises departing from both South Street Seaport Pier 17 and Pier
84 at West 44 Street. Hop on – hop off service throughout New York Harbor is offered as well. Contact via website or telephone for departure
times and prices.
CIRCLE LINE DOWNTOWN, www.circlelinedowntown.com or 866-989-2542. Harbor cruises on the ZEPHYR from April to December, and
aboard New York Water Taxi from January to March, departing from Pier 17, South Street Seaport.
CIRCLE LINE, www.circleline42.com or 877-731-0064. Circle Manhattan and other harbor cruises, departing from pier 84 at West 44 Street.
NEW YORK WATERWAY, www.nywaterway.com or 800-533-3779. Trans-Hudson ferry service and special-event cruises.
THE NATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM www.lighthousemuseum.org or 718-390-0040 – PLEASE NOTE NEW PHONE NUMBER! Contact
for schedule of cruises and other events.
THE WORKING HARBOR COMMITTEE www.workingharbor.com or 212-757-1600. Cruises to both remote and well-travelled parts of New
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York Harbor - the Hudson River to view tugboat races, Gowanus Bay and Erie Basin in Brooklyn, and a circumnavigation of Staten Island.
THE NOBLE MARITIME COLLECTION, www.noblemaritime.org or 718-447-6490. Maritime lectures and art exhibits at the Sailor’s Snug
Harbor Cultural Center on Staten Island, NY.
PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP www.ssjohnwbrown.org or 410-558-0646. Visit or sail on the World War II vintage Liberty Ship, based in Baltimore,
MD. See below for dates of 2018 events.
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WSS PONY LOSES TWO LONG-TIME MEMBERS
In the month of April, two long-time members passed away. Phyllis Poda, an attorney, was 92 and married to Bob Poda for 42
years. Several years ago she suffered a stroke aboard ship, then subsequently had several more and lived out her last two
years in a nursing home. Phyllis and Bob had been frequent cruisers aboard Holland America and Cunard ships and were
regulars at PONY branch meetings.
Dick Faber succumbed to cancer after a long battle at age 80. He leaves behind his partner of 38 years, Hank Grossman. Dick,
a well-known ocean liner memorabilia dealer, was a major presence at the Ocean Liner Bazaar. He could sum up an item’s
authenticity and value in a New York minute. Dick’s favorite ships were QE2 and QM2, and he was the first paying passenger to
board the latter for its maiden voyage from Southampton in 2004.
Ted Scull
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SHIP’S LOG - MARCH
In March, members braved a change of meeting night (to Thursday) and some unsettled weather to enjoy a comparison of two
small, upscale cruise ships that, despite different histories, are fulfilling similar functions. Chairman Marjorieann Matuszek
introduced the speaker, vice chairman David Hume, telling us that the two have taken over 40 cruises together, and that she
learned about ships from David. Both did the excellent photography for this program, and rated the two ships “splendid.”
The two ships in question were Holland America’s PRINSENDAM, which was completed in 1988 as the ROYAL VIKING SUN
and ended up with her current name after several sales and name changes (CUNARD ROYAL VIKING SUN, SEABOURN
SUN). The VIKING STAR, dating from 2015, is the first of Viking Ocean Cruises’ sea-going fleet. The line is a descendant of
Viking River Cruises, whose founder, Torstein Hagen, was one of the original owners of Royal Viking Lines. David first pointed
out some structural features of both ships, and showed us HAL’s new logo on the funnel of PRINSENDAM. It’s much more
stylized than the original, and lacks the image of the historic HALF MOON.
David then gave us a detailed comparison of the two ships, area by area. After showing us generally around the interiors, he
took us to the cabins, which were of similar size on each ship, except for the bathrooms. The PRINSENDAM has some with
tubs, while the VIKING STAR’s are more up to date and roomier. (David said something about a party.)
Casino? The PRINSENDAM has a small one, while the VIKING STAR does not offer gambling. However both ships have a
Winter Garden, the VIKING STAR’s being far more lavish, located near the pool with a ceiling of bentwood “trees” backed by a
glass dome. One major difference between the two ships is that many of the VIKING STAR’s lounges are set up like living
rooms, with sofas and book-filled shelves. This arrangement turns up in various places aboard. David found these book-filled
living rooms, which substitute for a traditional library, very pleasant. Both ships feature a forward-facing observation lounge
above the bridge. On PRINSENDAM it’s the Crow’s Nest, decorated with a model of the STELLA POLARIS, a legendary
1920’s cruise ship. The VIKING STAR equivalent is the two-level Explorer’s Lounge, featuring a sweeping interconnecting stair
and Mamsen’s, a deli corner for snacks throughout the day.
On deck, the PRINSENDAM has many outdoor games for the active passenger. The VIKING STAR lacked deck chairs
forward, but one could walk around her outside decks and come across exercise machines and a putting green. One can also
find those necessities of shipboard photography – the builder’s plate and life rings, stenciled with the ship’s name. From the
Promenade Deck there’s a view of the ship’s bell, one of the nautical features David liked best.
Then there are the pools. PRINSENDAM has one on the top deck, along with some hot tubs (and originally a “swim-up bar”),
and a second outdoor pool aft. The VIKING STAR has an infinity pool at the ship’s stern, with a cantilevered lido deck and cafe
just above. Her pool amidships is equipped with a sliding glass dome and an appealing-looking hot tub. The spa on
PRINSENDAM dates from the 1980’s and was described by David as very much a period piece. The VIKING STAR’s spa (no
extra charge) sports a hot tub, sauna, icebox (if you want to cool off after the sauna) and very elegant, modern treatment
rooms. The VIKING STAR’s gym is also more up-to-date than the PRINSENDAM’s.
Of course, each vessel has an atrium. Whereas the PRINSENDAM’s is four decks high and has various decorative elements,
there’s more to say about the one on the VIKING STAR. It’s three decks high, with a wide grand stair similar to that on
Celebrity’s MILLENIUM-Class ships. A two-deck-high electronic picture on the stairwell’s aft bulkhead changes frequently.
Here too are more of VIKING STAR’s living room-like lounges, where one can relax to the music of a piano or a string quartet.
The restaurants present another interesting difference. The PRINSENDAM has only the La Fontaine, with windows looking
over the Promenade Deck on three sides. It consists of a larger room with a curved aft-facing bulkhead and a smaller annex,
oddly separated from the main room by a stair vestibule. There’s also an extra-tariff restaurant, the Pinnacle Grill. The dining
situation on the VIKING STAR is a little more complicated. There’s one main restaurant, named – surprise! – The Restaurant.
There are no serving stations; everything comes directly from the galley. Waiters record and transmit passengers’ selections
via i-Pad, creating a valuable record of their dining and drinking preferences. There’s also an elegant Italian restaurant,
Manfredi’s, which requires reservations. The Chef’s Table is another restaurant choice, where the menu consists of whatever
the chef decides to make that day. Reservations have to be made early here, even before anyone knows what will be
prepared. Another interesting dining arrangement is The Kitchen Table. For fee of $199 per person (!), diners go shopping with
the chef to source local food items ashore, and then participate in the meal preparation in a special galley back on board the
VIKING STAR. Finally, you get to enjoy the fruits of your labor at a long table in a separate dining room. It’s a foodie’s delight!
Both vessels also feature a lido buffet venue aft, near the pool.
At this point, David gave us a rundown of the balance of the lounges on both ships. The PRINSENDAM has the Oak Room, an
anteroom to the well-stocked library; the popular Ocean Bar; the Half Moon Card Room; the Internet lounge, and the suitepassenger-only Neptune Lounge. On VIKING STAR, passengers have use of Torshavn, which becomes a nightclub with
dance floor in the evening. No bookshelves here! On PRINSENDAM, there are two theatres: the Queens Room show lounge
forward, and a movie theatre amidships, which also doubles as "America's Test Kitchen." On VIKING STAR, the Star Theater
is like a land-based multiplex, able to be divided for the simultaneous showing of movies. There is also a main show lounge,
with raked seating in the traditional location towards the ship’s bow. David pointed out that the multiplex concept was useful, as
there is little other evening entertainment offered.
The décor on both ships had many nautical elements, including many ship models and maritime art; VIKING STAR in particular
emphasized the line’s Nordic heritage and history. PRINSENDAM’s ship’s bell was notable to David, as were the digital
information board and maps on VIKING STAR.
Once ashore, the VIKING STAR offers a variety of land tours both complimentary and for a fee. David tried both, and found
them very good. PRINSENDAM does not offer any free tours, and David did not review them for us.
At the conclusion of the program, David asked the audience which ship they preferred. The traditional PRINSENDAM won
hands-down over the more modern, Nordic-themed VIKING STAR. We thank David and Marjorieann for their thorough
explorations of the two ships, and David for this excellent presentation.
Marge Dovman and Bob Allen
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WORLD SHIP SOCIETY PONY IS CRUISING AGAIN!
The PONY World Ship Society has an unprecedented lineup of group cruises from which to choose. In 2018, we will be
cruising on the magnificent Cunard Line flagship QUEEN MARY 2. Members can select a 7-day northbound voyage from New
York to Quebec, a 7-day southbound voyage from Quebec to New York, or the entire 14-day cruise round trip from New York-without repeating any ports. Each itinerary also includes an overnight stay in beautiful Quebec City. For summer 2019, we
have already reserved space on a very exciting cruise. For the first time, deluxe operator Oceania Cruises will be sailing 7-day
round-trip cruises from New York to St. George’s and Hamilton, Bermuda. We will be cruising on the luxurious, intimate 700passenger INSIGNIA. Starting at only $1,299 per person, this cruise is a remarkable value, and is sure to sell out quickly.
Don’t hesitate if you wish to have the best selection of cabins on any of these cruises. For more information, call Brad Hatry at
Worldview Travel, 212-265-8420, x 222, or 800-729-7472 x 222, or email brad@worldviewtravel.com.

AN APRIL CRUISE ON THE ROTTERDAM by Timothy Dacey
My wife Lisa and I just returned from a 7-day cruise on Holland America Lines’ Rotterdam. We chose this cruise to celebrate
my birthday and because our first cruise together was on the Nieuw Amsterdam from Tampa to the Western Caribbean back in
January 1991. I also sailed on the Rotterdam in June 1998 when the Long Island Chapter of SSHSA had about 60 passengers
onboard for her first transatlantic crossing from New York to Lisbon, which was a great trip that our group really enjoyed. The
plaque that was presented to the ship by Tom Cassidy to celebrate the crossing is still onboard today.
Our trip began in Tampa on April 8, 2018 and was the last Caribbean cruise of the season for the ship. RCCL’s Rhapsody of
the Seas was also sailing to the Western Caribbean that day. The ship was full, with about 1400 passengers, and was
scheduled to visit Key West, Roatan, Santo Tomas de Castilla in Guatemala, and Costa Maya, Mexico. We had not been to
Guatemala and Costa Maya, and had last been in Roatan in 2002, which made the itinerary interesting for us.
The Rotterdam’s maiden voyage was on November 11, 1997. At 59,652 grt. she was the lead ship of the R Class which
includes the Volendam, Zaandam, and Amsterdam, all of which are still with Holland America. In 2009 Rotterdam was refitted in
the Grand Bahama Shipyard where 42 additional cabins, mainly with verandas, were added and her capacity was increased to
1404 passengers from the original 1320. In November 2017 the ship was again given a refit at the same shipyard where her
interior furnishings were refreshed and updated. We were in a Neptune Suite, 7025, which was in excellent condition with new
furniture, soft furnishings, and new chairs and table on the large veranda. We heard no complaints about the condition of th e
ship from the passengers and I thought it looked great, especially for a ship that is now 21 years old.
Lisa and I had a table for two on the upper level of the main dining room, which is used for the traditional main and late seating.
The lower level is used for the open seating (6-9 PM) and, unlike many of the new, larger ships; everyone seemed satisfied with
their dining arrangements. We like the set seating at an assigned table because we are able to establish a bond with the dining
room staff and do not feel rushed to get to dinner or to finish quickly. While the seating time was 5:30, our waiter had no
problem with us arriving at 6:00 and taking our time with dinner. On one night per cruise the Pinnacle Grill becomes Rudi’s Sel
de Mer where, for $49, one can have an exclusive experience as the Grill becomes an intimate seafood brasserie that serves
fruits de mer, salt-encrusted whole fish, scallops, and bouillabaisse. Lisa and I both had the seafood tower followed by Dover
sole, which was one of the best meals we have ever had at sea. On our last night onboard we ate dinner in the Pinnacle Grill. It
is $35 per person and offers an exclusive dining experience with excellent steaks from Washington State's Double R Ranch and
Pacific Northwest seafood on the menu. It also was a dining highlight of the cruise. The food in the main dining room was also
very good. The menus were varied and included entrees like surf and turf; cilantro-hazelnut crusted sea bass, roasted beef
tenderloin with grilled shrimp, maple-lacquered duck breast, and rack of lamb. The dining room service was excellent with each
table having a waiter, an assistant waiter and an assigned wine steward. It is refreshing that Holland America still offers service
like this, as other cruise lines simply have too many passengers per waiter.
Entertainment onboard included nightly music in the Ocean Bar by a pianist and The Ocean Trio. Adagio, which were two
women from Ukraine, played wonderful classical music in the Explorers Lounge before and after dinner daily. In Mix, a piano
bar entertainer played nightly and a DJ played after 10 PM in the Crow’s Nest. Happy Hour was offered daily in the Ocean Bar
and the Crow’s Nest. From 4-5 PM and again from 9-10 PM, the first drink was regular price ($7.50 for a Hendrick’s G&T) and
the second was $2.00. The ship also offered a tour of the galley and a Q&A with Captain Bas van Dreumel with a virtual tour o f
the bridge and engine room.
The main stage in the show room had a comedian, a magician, two shows by the ship’s singers and dancers, and a BBC Earth
movie with a live performance by Adagio and the ship’s band. All were good with the shows being offered at 8 PM and 10
nightly.
Key West is always an enjoyable port. The ship docked at the Navy Mole and HAL had the Conch Train taking passengers into
Mallory Square all day for free, as passengers are not allowed to walk on the Navy Base. We got to tour Truman’s Little White
House and the Audubon House during our visit and, of course, had a drink at Sloppy Joe’s. Mahogany Bay in Roatan is a
Carnival Corporation constructed project with shops, a restaurant, and a chair lift to the beach which has space for 8,000
people! We opted to take a tour to the Western side of the island where we did a semi-submersible boat trip to view the reef
and the sea life. Santo Tomas de Castilla is a very busy port in Guatemala. It is the only port on the Caribbean side of the
country and was full of container ships loading fruit for Dole, Del Monte, and Chiquita. Cantaloupe and bananas are two of
Guatemala’s leading exports. We took a tour to the Rio Dulce to visit a Spanish fort and see the countryside. Costa Maya is
also a manmade port in Mexico. It holds two cruise ships and offers visitors a “swim with the dolphins” experience, a large pool
with chairs, bars, restaurants, and shops. Bus tours to the Mayan sites were offered to passengers.
The passengers were typical Holland America passengers -- mostly older, many onboard for our cruise and then the two-week
trip that followed, a positioning trip to Rotterdam via Bermuda and the Azores.
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The Rotterdam experience was excellent. The ship offers a “traditional” cruise experience that includes excellent food and
service, large cabins, an uncrowded atmosphere where it is easy to relax, and a nice walk-around Promenade Deck to exercise
on while at sea. The passengers seemed to enjoy the quiet and refined onboard feeling that the ship provides. There is no
rushing around, no gift shop “sales” in the passageways, two daily announcements instead of the constant announcements
found on other cruise lines, and no pressure to buy drinks while relaxing on deck or by the pool. It was nice to see that
Rotterdam is as good as she was 20 years ago and was a great way to celebrate my birthday with Lisa.

Tim Dacey’s ROTTERDAM cruise was enjoyable for many reasons, including the ship’s stylish interiors. Clockwise from top left are the Crow’s
nest, the ROTTERDAM Dining Room, the amidships pool and the Pinnacle Grill.
(Tim Dacey)

The ROTTERDAM docked in Cozumel. RCCL’s RHAPSODY OF THE SEAS can be seen behind the HAL liner.
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(Tim Dacey)

SHIPS IN PORT: THE BRAND NEW ARGENTINA by Bill Miller
The late Fifties was a brisk period for new ships and especially for passenger ships. The Germans had rebuilt the Empress of
Scotland and the Pasteur and, in the almost magic touches of shipyard skills and designers’ modernization, they became the
Hanseatic and the Bremen. Both the Dutch and Italians were planning new, luxurious flagships, the Rotterdam and Leonardo
da Vinci, and in what was perhaps most exciting of all, the French were building a super liner, the mighty France. But America
was not left out of the excitement. Four new passenger liners were added: the sisters Santa Rosa & Santa Paula for the Grace
Line and another set of identical twins, the Brasil & Argentina, for Moore-McCormack Lines.
th
A light snow was falling when, after 5 grade class ended, I pedaled to the northeast corner of the Hoboken waterfront on a
December afternoon in 1958. There was a special reason: the brand new, 23,000-ton Argentina was taking a quick turn in the
biggest dry-dock at Todd Shipyards. Once there, I waited and I stared -- she looked huge. She looked new. And she looked
futuristic. Most of all, there was no traditional smokestack. Instead, atop the 617-ft long liner was a funnel-like structure, but
which was actually a solarium; smoke was actually dispensed from twin, pole-like uptakes placed farther aft. Then the bow
was sharply raked, the stern nicely rounded and the entire ship was painted in a more tropical, more cruise-like white. And to
add to the occasion: the ship, even while in dry-dock, was dressed from end-to-end in flags. After all, she had come directly
from her builder’s yard down in the Deep South, at Pascagoula in Mississippi. The short stay at Todd’s was to adjust a few
teething problems just before her gala maiden departure.
The 21-knot Argentina cost $25 million, a whopping amount and almost three times more than an equally sized European built
and owned ship. Yes, she was luxurious, but in a comfortably luxurious, American way. There was little that was grand, but
instead a décor of contemporary furniture, minimal artwork, recessed lighting, low ceilings and glossy linoleum floors. She
could carry up to 553 passengers, all in first class and all in staterooms with private bathrooms. And each stateroom was
outside. There were also 4 suites and amenities such as two pools, roomy lounges, a main restaurant, stabilizers and, of
course, complete air-conditioning. One magazine described her as being “more floating resort than ocean liner.”
Quickly, the Argentina joined her sister in twice-monthly departures from Manhattan’s Pier 32, at the foot of Canal Street, on 31day long round-trips (and which were also sold as full cruises and for $1,100 and up) to Barbados, Rio de Janeiro, Santos,
Montevideo and Buenos Aires. The new pair replaced two Mor-Mac veterans, the Brazil and Argentina, and later began making
seasonally diverse cruises: to the Caribbean, South America-Africa and, in summer, to the Norwegian fjords and Baltic
capitals. Although rebuilt with 120 extra beds in 1963, neither the Argentina nor her sister were ever very profitable. They
were saddled with high American labor costs, soaring fuel costs and increasing competition from less expensive, foreign-flag
passenger ship operators.
The ships lasted little more than decade, until 1969. They were quietly laid-up and eventually offered for sale. The Argentina
joined the Holland-America Line in 1972 and went on to a varied succession of names and owners: renamed Veendam by the
Dutch, she later became the Bermuda Star, Enchanted Isle, Commodore Hotel and finally reverted back to Enchanted Isle.
She was delivered to Indian ship breakers, but under the temporary, but final name of New Orleans, in December 2003. From
that snowy afternoon in Hoboken, the Argentina had a career of some 45 years.

With fine-tuning complete, Moran tugs are shifting the Argentina from Hoboken to her Canal Street berth in this December 1958 photo.
(Bill Miller Collection)

SHIP NEWS by Bob Allen
A QUEEN RETURNS: To the amazement of ship buffs worldwide, the QE2 opened as a deluxe hotel in Port Rashid, Dubai on
April 18. It’s been almost 10 years since the QUEEN arrived in Dubai, and many doubted this day would come to pass. The
Internet and Facebook are awash with photos and videos of the QUEEN in her new role, restored to her appearance during her
last days at sea. Public rooms have been re-carpeted, paneling polished, and much of her existing furniture reupholstered.
Venues including the Queen’s Grill, Yacht Club, Grand Lounge and The Golden Lion are in operation again, and rooms that are
slated for future use, such as the Queens Room, are also looking fresh, although no furniture has been installed. Staterooms
appear particularly attractive, with new beds, lighting and neutral soft fittings. Outer decks are still missing teak in many areas,
and at least one of the pools has been decked over. The official grand opening for the QE2 Hotel is scheduled for October – 10
years to the month after she last departed New York.
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145 YEARS OLD AND GOING STRONG: Holland America Line, which was founded as the Netherlands-American Steamship
th
Company in 1873, celebrated their 145 birthday on April 18. Starting as a major carrier of immigrants as well as businessmen
and tourists, their first cruise set sail in 1895, and there were a couple in the 1910’s as well. HAL also sent some of their fleet
cruising (either directly or through charters) during the 1920’s and 1930’s. During the global conflicts of World War I and World
War II, HAL ships were valiant troop carriers. After World War II, business on the transatlantic run between Rotterdam and
New York remained strong, and budget crossings for the booming tourist trade were introduced in the 1950’s. Both deluxe
cruising and transatlantic services thrived, as did cargo routes worldwide. The popularity of airline travel in the late 1960’s
caused HAL to abandon Atlantic liner services in 1971, and the company was reconfigured as Holland America Cruises in
1973. Despite some success in the cruise business, Holland America Line needed financial support to survive in the
competitive cruise industry. As a result, it was purchased by the Carnival Corporation in 1989, ending 116 years of Dutch
ownership. Today, HAL is a thriving company, with 14 cruise ships and several more on order. Their latest, NIEUW
STATENDAM, will enter service in the fall of 2018. During their 145-year history, HAL has operated many legendary ocean
liners and cruise ships. Some of the best known and most extraordinary were the NIEUW AMSTERDAM (1906), ROTTERDAM
(1908), STATENDAM (1914), VOLENDAM and VOLENDAM (1922 & 1923), STATENDAM (1929), NIEUW AMSTERDAM
(1938), NOORDAM and ZAANDAM (1938), RYNDAM & MAASDAM (1951 & 1952), STATENDAM (1957) and ROTTERDAM
(1959).
A BLISSFUL DELIVERY: NORWEGIAN BLISS is Norwegian Cruise Line’s latest, delivered from German shipyard Meyer
Werft in late April. Although the 168,028-ton cruise ship was designed especially for the summer Alaska market, future
deployment includes the Mexican Riviera from Los Angeles (fall 2018); the Caribbean from Miami (winter 2018-2019); Florida,
the Bahamas and the Caribbean from New York (winter 2019-2020). BLISS features, for the active types, the largest
competitive racetrack at sea, with two levels, and a huge waterslide cantilevered over the ship’s side. After working up an
appetite, one can indulge in the Texas Smokehouse-Q, Coco’s, The District Brew House, and NCL’s first full-service Starbucks
at sea. Then, enjoy a performance of the Broadway hit Jersey Boys or Havana!, an original musical created for the BLISS.
Afterwards, quiet time can be spent in one of the sprawling Observation Lounges – one for the masses, and a duplicate for
guests of the all-suite Haven-Class. In other NCL news, the line recently broke ground April 26 on an impressive new terminal
at PortMiami. Construction of the 166,500-square foot state-of-the art facility is being fast-tracked, with completion scheduled to
coincide with the maiden arrival of NORWEGIAN ENCORE in November 2019. Well-known local architects Bermello Ajamil &
Partners have designed the dramatic new facility, which will be built by a joint venture team of NV2A-Haskell.

NCL’s new Miami cruise terminal will be an iconic addition to the city skyline when completed in late 2019.

(Bermello Ajamil & Partners)
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