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Tracking Down Preserved Passenger Ships in Asia
by Tom Rinaldi

FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 20117 6:00 P.M.
AT THE COMMUNITY CHURCH ASSEMBLY ROOM, 40 EAST 35" STREET, MANHATTAN

WSS PONY member Tom Rinaldi will discuss visits to five historic liners and merchant ships preserved in Asia. Around the
world, only a small handful of deep-sea merchant vessels have been successfully preserved by way of adaptive reuse. Five
of these ships can be found serving in stationary roles in the Philippines, China and Japan today. Tom will have the
opportunity to visit these ships this spring thanks to a fellowship awarded by the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning
and Preservation at Columbia University. He will report his findings at our June meeting. Vessels discussed will include:

mv PHILIPPINES (ex-mv AUGUSTUS, 1952); MANILA, PHILIPPINES:

Adapted for stationary use as a hotel and convention center at Manila in 1999. Today one of only two surviving South
Atlantic liners that facilitated the postwar diaspora from Europe to South America. Little altered from original construction,
with intact interiors by Gustavo Pulitzer Finali and others.

mv BRASIL MARU (1954); ZHANJIANG, CHINA:

Retired from service in 1974, she subsequently became a museum ship at Toba, Japan. Moved to Zhanjiang, China for

continued preservation as a museum ship, 1997.

mv MING HUA (ex-mv ANCERVILLE, 1962); SHENZHEN, CHINA:

Permanently moored at Shenzhen, China in 1986 for stationary use as hotel and event space.

mv YOTEI MARU (1965); TOKYO, JAPAN:

Foll owing a brief stint as the Japanese gover nmenendasltayfin oat i ng
1992, she was preserved as a floating exhibit at the Museum of Maritime Science in Tokyo.

mv HIKAWA MARU (1930); YOKOHAMA, JAPAN:

Retired in 1960, the ship was permanently moored at Yokohama and adapted for new use as a youth hostel and museum.

Closed briefly in recent years, the ship is now operated as a museum by NYK line. One of only three pre-World War I
passenger liners still afloat.

l'talian Lineds magn9d52, one ef the prebet/&lp&Iehgdr shupk of Asia.  (Bob Allen Collection)

NEXT MEETINGS : Friday, September 30; Friday, October 28; Friday, November 18; Friday December 9
ADDRESS : PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384 E-MAIL: wsspony@gmail.com WEBSITE: www.worldshipny.com

THE PORTHOLE , published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication. Address
to the editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address.
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

SHIP FROM TO VOYAGE PASSENGER(S)
INDEPENDENCE Providence Providence New England Islands Ted & Suellyn Scull

SHI P6S LOG
April, 2011

(nh a balmy Al evening, Chaimmen Carol Miles appeared before us in her steanboat captain's hat, in keep-
ing with the evening's topic. Ted Saull followed (bareheaded) to introduce ar spesker, Richard Ardersm,
farding president of the S. S. CIIMBIA Project. The subject is part of Ted's schare to change carrse a
little fram ar usal fare of liners ad cruise ships to inchide other maritime topics.

The S.S. COIMEIA Project's aim is to restore a neglected historic stearboat and with it retuim stearboat
travel to the Hdsmn River. In his introduction, Ted expressed ‘pleasure at the possibility of cruising on
the Hdsn ae aggin.

Mr. Anderson began his FowerRoint presentation with the mission statement of his project: sustainahility
edxcation, access to the aultiral, scenic and enviramental resoarces of the Hdson Valley and New York Har-
bor, ad revitalization of Hrdsm waterfront camnities through respansible heritage taurisn. His intentions
are to hring the COIMBIA to New Yark for restoration, and ultimately to earn money fram daily Hrdson exar-
sims.

e were given the backgroud and history of the GXIMBIA, a prodxct of the agoing collaboration of raval
architect Frark Kirby and artist/designer Iouis Keil, who together designed and built meny Great Iakes
steanboats in their shipyard, as well as sare of the best-known Hxdson River boats such as the ALEXANDER
HAMITTON, with Kirby handling the engineering and Keil the design.

Of the three surviving steanboats, anly the GXIMEIA is viable. Biilt at Kirby's shipyard in 1902, she is
220 feet 1ang, 50 feet wide ard could carry 3200 passengers at 21 nph (sic). She plied between downtown
Detroit and the amsarent park at Canada's Bob-Io Islard, leaving meny Detroiters with happy mamories.
This cheerful career was terminated in 1991 by a real estate deal that ultimately fell through. The vessel
had undergone many alterations hut was left in generally good shape, which extended to her solid steel hull
ard her mechinery, except for the boilers. Unfortunately, lack of care and mainterance during her lag layup
did nothing costructive for her cadition.

The boat's histary included Prohibition adventures, ard a lecgl case that strudk ane of the first blows
against segregation, kadk in 1945.

Mr. Arderson todk us an a brief tour of the boat as she was whenacquired, ard as those areas are now,
wherever repairs have been mede. We could also see samples of her elegant design and careful cnstnction -
inchuding mehocgeny, stained glass and carving, even in the crew quarters. She was also the first stearboat
to boast a kallroam.

We heard of sare of the laboriaus, clifftenging procedures that finally put the CIIMBIA into the pro-
ject's hards.

The project hopes to have the COIMBIA in New York next year, and upstate ports have been checked aut as
hare berth for the restoration work, which will be open for public viewing. Me. Anderson hopes for a penme-
nent berth in Hdson River Park, amd envisions an.arbitious program of several stops alang the Hrdsn with
edxxatioal and eridment programs, aoncerts ard tourdst information - with dancing in the tallroon on the
retum trip.

$38 million is needed; domations and volunteers will be appreciated. To help the project on its way, Ted
presented Mr. Anderson with a $50 check fran the RINY Brarch.

Tax dedctible donations can be made aut to the S. S. COIMBIA Project, 232 E. 11th Street, New York, NY
10003, or anlire to www.sscolunbia.arg For information about volunteerding, email ontact@sscohnbia.org
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