
Tracking Down Preserved Passenger Ships in Asia 

by Tom Rinaldi 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2011 ï 6:00 P.M. 
AT THE COMMUNITY CHURCH ASSEMBLY ROOM, 40 EAST 35

TH
 STREET, MANHATTAN 

 

WSS PONY member Tom Rinaldi will discuss visits to five historic liners and merchant ships preserved in Asia. Around the 
world, only a small handful of deep-sea merchant vessels have been successfully preserved by way of adaptive reuse. Five 
of these ships can be found serving in stationary roles in the Philippines, China and Japan today. Tom will have the 
opportunity to visit these ships this spring thanks to a fellowship awarded by the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning 
and Preservation at Columbia University. He will report his findings at our June meeting.  Vessels discussed will include: 

mv PHILIPPINES (ex-mv AUGUSTUS, 1952); MANILA, PHILIPPINES: 

Adapted for stationary use as a hotel and convention center at Manila in 1999. Today one of only two surviving South 
Atlantic liners that facilitated the postwar diaspora from Europe to South America. Little altered from original construction, 
with intact interiors by Gustavo Pulitzer Finali and others. 
 

mv BRASIL MARU (1954); ZHANJIANG, CHINA: 

Retired from service in 1974, she subsequently became a museum ship at Toba, Japan. Moved to Zhanjiang, China for 
continued preservation as a museum ship, 1997. 
 

mv MING HUA (ex-mv ANCERVILLE, 1962); SHENZHEN, CHINA:  

Permanently moored at Shenzhen, China in 1986 for stationary use as hotel and event space. 
 

mv YOTEI MARU (1965); TOKYO, JAPAN:  

Following a brief stint as the Japanese governmentôs floating pavilion during ñShip and Sea Expoò held at Genoa, Italy in 
1992, she was preserved as a floating exhibit at the Museum of Maritime Science in Tokyo. 
 

mv HIKAWA MARU (1930); YOKOHAMA, JAPAN:  

Retired in 1960, the ship was permanently moored at Yokohama and adapted for new use as a youth hostel and museum. 
Closed briefly in recent years, the ship is now operated as a museum by NYK line. One of only three pre-World War II 
passenger liners still afloat. 
 

 
 

Italian Lineôs magnificent AUGUSTUS of 1952, one of the preserved passenger ships of Asia.     (Bob Allen Collection) 
 

NEXT MEETINGS :  Friday, September 30; Friday, October 28; Friday, November 18; Friday December 9 

ADDRESS :  PO Box 384, New York, NY 10185-0384    E- MAIL:  wsspony@gmail.com     WEBSITE:  www.worldshipny.com 

THE PORTHOLE , published by the Port of New York Branch, World Ship Society, welcomes original material for publication.  Address 
to the editor, Bob Allen, at oceanvoyag@aol.com or via the PONY mailing address. 
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 

 

SHIP   FROM  TO  VOYAGE  PASSENGER(S) 
  

INDEPENDENCE  Providence Providence New England Islands Ted & Suellyn Scull 

 

SHIPôS LOG 
April, 2011 
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SHIPôS LOG 
May, 2011: 

 


